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Abstract
When students are asked if they like school or not, their answer is typically negative for the
reason that they don’t feel comfortable in the classroom. Classroom environment is where their
mindset could be changed. Classroom environment has not been a prominent topic of discussion.
This senior capstone research report was designed to shed light on the importance of classroom
environment. Through the use of literature review, classroom observations, teacher interviews,
and anonymous student survey, positive classroom environment has a tremendous impact on
students learning. This senior capstone examines the importance of classroom environment as
well as strategies in creating a positive classroom environment for elementary students.
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Introduction and Background
Introduction: School is a mandatory task that children must start to partake in at the
young age of four or five. Once they reach the age, their job and title is student for the next 12
years or more if they pursue a higher education. Students spend most of that time sitting in
classrooms. The environment of the classroom has a direct connection to the way students think
about learning, either positive or negative. If there is not a positive classroom environment, then
student learning will be negatively impacted. The consensus that most kids have come to is that
school is not fun, and they do not enjoy learning. If students do not enjoy learning, then they will
not learn anything. Learning opens the opportunities for students to develop new skills that
boosts their confidence and self-worth. Given this context, the classroom environment sets the
foundation for students' future learning development.
Before students meet their teacher, they first see their classroom. The first impression of a
teacher is based on their classroom. If the classroom only has desks and a board, students will
feel different when compared to the one that is full of different learning spaces and colorful
decorations. I believe a student’s first impression of a classroom will set the tone for the rest of
their school year. The layout of the classroom can also impact the student’s idea of what learning
is, whether it is military like or fun and exciting (McIntyre, 2018). When we ask students what
their thoughts about school, many of them would say, they do not enjoy going to school.
Through a change in classroom environment, we can change the students’ outlook on school and
learning. When students enjoy their classroom and feel safe, they can obtain knowledge easier.
The reason for this is students tend to hold up a guard at school and if they are busy holding up
that guard, they are unable to take in information at the same time. Creating a positive classroom
environment can ensure students success in learning (Verma, 2019).
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There is a lot of aspects concerning classroom environment and classroom climate. Most
of the studies researched all included building relationships with your students, (Cornell
University, 2021). However, there is a line to how personal you can get with each student and
how limited time for each student has, but you must get to know everyone of your students.
Every student is different and not many want to open up to their teachers. There is also not a
universal code to getting your students to achieve academic excellence through classroom
environment and climate. Every class is different. To give students the opportunity to achieve
academic excellence, teachers must be flexible and adaptable to every situation. The following
paragraphs discuss the contexts, including background, motivation, and importance of classroom
environment.
Motivation: In my experience, I went to a Catholic school for the first 9 years of my
academic career. At this Catholic school, we wore uniforms and were treated in a military like
fashion and the classrooms were also uniform like. Instead of creating a positive classroom
environment it created an environment where if we didn’t do well, we were punished or looked
down upon. None of the students enjoyed learning. We only completed the assignments just
enough to pass the exams. My next experience is when I entered public high school. I was given
a choice between two schools and was given an orientation in both schools. The first school
looked like a prison and their buildings were called blocks like in jails. Each classroom had the
same feel and the same layout with minimal decoration of school pride. I felt that if I went to this
high school, I would be choosing to spend the next four years of my life in prison. The second
school I visited was open like a college campus and had a quad in the middle of all the buildings.
Each building was unique according to what classes were taught there. The campus was
beautiful, and when entering the classrooms, it was even better. The classrooms were filled with
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color, students’ work, school pride and many other decorations. The school felt more like home
when compared to the first one I visited and so, I chose the second school. Most students do not
get the choice and must go to the school closest to them. We can’t change the way the school is
physically structured but as educators we can change the tone of the school through building a
positive classroom environment.
Importance: Classroom environment is very important to student learning and is the
reason it should be studied and taught. Through my attendance at CSUMB, I have not had a
course that is about classroom environment or how a positive classroom environment could
benefit student learning. There is not much research on the topic which is why it should be
studied more just as learning strategies have been. The research could help prefect strategies that
teachers can use to improve student learning. When students feel safe and comfortable in their
environment, learning becomes much easier for the student compared to an unsafe environment
where they must put up a guard (Verma, 2019). Learning new things will come easier to students
and they will associate learning with positive outcomes.
Background: The education in the United States began when the United States was
established. However, it wasn’t until the end of the 19th century when the Common Schools
became Public Schools. During this time, education became mandatory and child labor laws
were created. This started the conversation about how students should be taught within a
classroom. Classrooms were designed to fit the maximal number of students using rows of desks
and a lecture stand for teachers (Brite, 2014). In this article, Brite (2014) goes over the evolution
of classrooms. In 1929, classrooms were daylit and constructed for students to sit in groups.
After World War II, the baby boom began and the need for classrooms surged. Classrooms still
resembled those classrooms from the late 19th century. In 1954, desegregation of classroom was
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outlawed, and classroom environment were questioned once again. This was the turning point in
the conversation about classroom environment, but the conversation has dwindled off since the
development of technology. The conversation has started to come back with the emergence of
multicultural curriculum. However, there is minimal research about this topic when compared to
other aspects of student learning.
With the developing country and the world, there must be a change to classroom
environment. The world is changing fast and students need to keep up with the world in order to
succeed and thrive in it. The usage of classroom environment can create a positive outlook on
learning for students which will lead to the future of our world. Students must feel comfortable
in their classroom physically and mentally in order to learn.
This senior capstone will examine the impact of positive classroom environment on
elementary school students’ learning by seeking the answer to the following research
questions. The primary question I propose to answer in my project is: How does a positive
classroom environment impact elementary school students’ learning? In answering this
question, I will be also answering: What is defined and constituted as positive classroom
environment? How did classroom environment evolve over time? What does research say
about the impact of classroom environment on students learning? How could technology be
used as a part of classroom environment to improve students learning? How culturally relevant
pedagogy can be considered part of classroom environment that enhances students learning?
Does classroom environment improve students’ behavior and their learning? If so, how or to
what extent?
In sum, this section provides the introduction and background to the impact of positive
classroom environment. The next section will summarize the literature review on the impact
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of classroom environment.
Literature Review
Positive classroom environment has been proven to impact student learning. Classroom
environment is a broad term that encompasses the physical structure of the classroom, the
furniture in the classroom, the climate of the classroom, the tools used in the classroom, the
decoration in the classroom, and the curriculum of the classroom (Balden, 2012). All these
aspects need to be monitored and examined thoroughly to make sure that it is conducive to learning
for the students. The responsibility of student learning falls onto the teacher. In this regard,
teachers must support their students and the only place the teachers can do that is in a classroom
for nearly 40 hours a week.
A positive classroom environment will help students feel secure and safe in the classroom
(Verma, 2019). Given this, students’ progress can be seen or reflected when they are in a positive
classroom environment reflect their progress in their usage of the classroom. Verma’s (2019)
study in classrooms reported that students who are comfortable in their classrooms learn more
easily than those who that aren’t comfortable. Positive classroom environment fosters the idea
that learning is enjoyable and sought out for. Verma (2019) described that a positive classroom
environment should contain spaces where students can work individually and with groups,
visually appealing posters, and should give the students a sense of home. Burns (2014) also
asserted that the perfect classroom environment is where a student feels at ease when asking a
question or answering a question. The author suggests that classroom environment is about
having a positive classroom climate where students and teachers respect each other. (Burns,
2014) Classroom environment is going to be different according to each class. Teachers need to
explore different ways to set up their classrooms that provides optimal learning for their students.
The best way is to keep an open mind and be flexible in what their students need. (Merrill, 2018)
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Classroom environment comes in many different forms and the way to perfect it for students is
through trial and error.
Having a flexible classroom is the overview of classroom environment, teachers must
learn from their students. There are multiple factors to keep in mind when creating a flexible
learning environment for students. In Merrill’s study, she concludes that the lighting,
temperature, and air quality have the biggest impact and the other half consists of pedagogy and
decoration (Merrill, 2018). The furniture setup isn’t the only effect on student learning, and the
physical layout of the classroom and the pedagogy of the classroom will need to go hand in hand
along with it (Merrill, 2018). In the article by McIntyre (2018), he studied the physical layout of
the classroom. The classroom should have multiple learning spaces for students to have choices.
There should be space for students and teachers to move freely around the classroom. Classroom
environment should be flexible for students to choose where they learn best with rules created by
students to regulate structure (Mclntyre, 2018). Structure in a classroom creates predictability for
the students which makes them more comfortable in the movements. Establishing a structure and
getting to know the students in the beginning of the school year helps set a positive classroom
environment (Cornell University, 2021). Classroom environments are built over time but must be
consistently maintained with structure and flexibility (Balden, 2012). The two attributes are
conflicting, but in order to help students’ learning, the teacher must be able to learn from their
students and change things in the structure to benefit the students.
Classroom environment is not just the physical environment of the classroom, it is also
the contents and the pedagogy of the classroom. (Ghosh, 2015) The pedagogy in the United
States has been the same since education became a requirement for children (Brite, 2014). The
diversity in the United States has been growing since the establishment of the first settlement.
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The United States is the most diverse country in the world, but education wasn’t easily accessible
for people that weren’t of Anglo-American descent (Kober & Rentner, 2020). Schools weren’t
desegregated until 1954 and after a few short year’s classroom environment became a topic of
discussion. (Library of Congress, 2009) With this extreme diversity shown in the statistics
provided by Snyder (1993), multicultural pedagogy has been incorporated into classrooms.
Multicultural pedagogy is the teaching of subjects with different cultural point of views as well
as different learning strategies (Robbin, 2021). To create the best learning environment for all
students, the pedagogy will be flexible for all students with different cultural backgrounds.
Teachers’ flexible pedagogy can influence the students. Another pedagogy that improves student
learning is through the use of technology. Just like diversity, technology has been rapidly
growing in the United States. Technology is an essential part to learning and preparing students
for the future. Technology must be encouraged, and students must be taught how to safely use it.
(Purdue Online, 2021) Technology can also bring resources for students that can improve their
learning and help teachers gain access for free materials. Both pedagogies should be intertwined in
the teacher’s personal take on teaching but matched with flexibility according to the students needs.
Positive and inclusive pedagogy creates a safe and positive classroom environment amongst the
students.
The impact of positive classroom environment on students learning is great. Classroom
environment will positively impact the outlook on learning by a student. Students must be
exposed to a positive classroom environment during the first few years of education which will
create a positive foundation for students to build their knowledge. Through the usage of physical
layout, decoration, and flexible pedagogies positive classroom environment can be achieved as
noted through the review of literature.
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In sum, this section indicates that classroom environment comes in many different
forms and the way to perfect it for students is through trial and error. The following session
will describe the method and procedures that have been used to seek the answer to the research
questions probed in the Introduction and Background section.
Method and Procedures
To evaluate classroom environment further, classroom observations of two second
grade classrooms were made to see firsthand on how second grade students are impacted by
their classroom environment. The school visited was a charter school named Bay View
academy in Monterey, California. Charter schools were selected because they are much
smaller in class size and tend to take on different ways of teaching and learning. When
compared to public schools, charter schools have more freedom in choosing how they
teach. The teachers are trained to take on unconventional ideas to improve student learning.
In this charter school, observation was done, and help was provided in the second-grade
classrooms. Each classroom contained 15-20 students depending on the number of students
attendance. By observing these students’ behavior and learning and how they interact with
their classrooms and how that impacts how they learn data was gathered on documenting
key aspects of the classroom which is different from the conventional learning spaces as
seen in figure 10 on Appendix A. At the end of the observations, interviewing was
conducted with the two teachers (See Appendix A for Teacher Interview Questions). The
teachers of the two classrooms were also asked take part in interview questions related to
the topic of classroom environment. The goal for the interviewing of the teachers is to have
them answer the research questions with their own experiences as teachers. An anonymous
survey would also be passed out to the students in the two classes (See Appendix B for the
Anonymous Student Survey) on their favorite part of their classroom on how they want
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their classroom to look and ask them to draw their ideal classroom. Through this method
data analysis was done on the environment of a classroom that could impact the way second
graders learn.
Timeline and Participants: To complete the research on classroom environment,
observation of the students and teachers’ interactions were made in two second grade classes.
Each class contains 15-20 students depending on their numbers of attendance enrollment.
Observation of the teachers were also done on how they interacted with their students and how
they utilized the physical aspects of the classroom and their daily habits for eight weeks and
documenting the observations through pictures and journals.
Results and Findings
In this section I will be reporting the data in which I collected over the eight weeks of
observing the classroom environment of a charter school. Each classroom had a sample of 15-20
students. I am analyzing how classroom environment impacts elementary school students
learning. I focused on various factors including, what classroom environment is, how it evolved
over time, what research says classroom environment is, how classroom environment affects
student behavior, and how technology and culturally relevant pedagogy are included in
classroom environment. I will be demonstrating my results for each secondary question through
my observations, student surveys and teacher interviews.
Outdoor Observations
While observing the classroom I made note to capture the physical environment that I
have been surrounded by for the past eight weeks seen in appendix C through I. What was
noticed first was the outside of the classroom and how that looked. The students had hooks for
their backpacks and a shelf to keep their lunches and water bottles as seen in appendix C figure 3
and appendix F figure 15. This was created so that the students had more room in their classroom
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to work and to decrease distraction in the classroom. The students have their writing utensils, and
they used the same notebook every day positioned on their desks. The students have minimal
personal items in the classroom. On the outside of the classroom the doors are painted in colorful
ways, there is a calendar next to the door with school events posted on them, and there is a
bulletin board that is filled with the students work with their names making it their classroom as
seen in appendix C and F. Both classrooms had the same outside appearance but on the inside,
they appeared to be very different.
Classroom Observations
The first classroom observed was 2A, which is the first second grade classroom in Bay
View academy as seen in appendix C through E. In this classroom the first thing that is noticed is
that the overhead lights were turned off. Most classrooms are built with overhead fluorescents.
The classroom is lit up by the windows letting in natural light as well a lamp set up by the
teaching table. The teaching table is the located on the far-right side of the classroom in front of
a white board that is used for small groups during practice (figure 7). The teacher has her main
desk directly across from the teaching table that is supplied with all her resources that she rarely
uses. The students share tables, there are 4 tables spread throughout the class that are designated
for students according to what group they are in (figure 4). On these tables the students have
their notebooks that they use every day with their writing utensils. At each of the tables there are
chairs, there are three different types of chairs in this classroom. There are regular school chairs,
colorful stools, and stools that sway in a circle. The other sitting spot is a carpet placed in front
of the main board in the front of the classroom that is stretched along the wall (figure 5). The
carpet is checkered with different colors from the rainbow that are big enough for the second
grader to sit. The front board has many different postings that include the agenda for the day and
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rules of the classroom. The remaining space is used as surface for the computer to be projected.
The rest of the walls are decorated in student artwork and teacher decoration with a mixture
academic instruction poster. The student art and teacher decoration consist of examples of
diversity by displaying different skin colors. Students have used every piece of furniture and
academic posters during observations.
Student View
The survey stated in appendix B, students anonymously reported what their favorite part
of their classroom was. Many of the students named the library as their favorite place in the
classroom (Student Survey respondent A, personal communication, 20 April 2022). Through
observations it was noticed that after the students would finish their work they would go to the
library and read books. With supplied with free knowledge the students will chose to explore for
fun. The other students reported that their favorite part was the calming corner, the outdoor
classroom, and the rainbow rug. The calming corner is a space behind the teacher’s desk where
the students can put on headphones if they are overwhelmed or need a time out for themselves
(figure 13). The outdoor classroom was built during these eight weeks, the children would spend
a period of time working on practice work outside if they chose to (figure 32). The rainbow rug
is where the students use the projector or come together as a class (figure 8 &12). Students are
seen using their environment to improve their literacy learning, mental awareness, and learning
through technology programs.
Teacher Interview
After the observations and the student survey the teacher was interviewed. The teacher of
2A was a graduate at CSUMB with a bachelor’s in elementary education and credentials of
elementary education. She has been teaching for 2 years with experience in every grade. The
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teacher went through training to help students through meditation. The training is provided by
Breath for Change. The discussion began with what the teacher thought about classroom
environment. She named off the physical aspects of her classroom including lighting, seating,
resources, alternative learning spaces, and wall decorations. The teacher made it a point to
include that classroom environment isn’t limited to the classroom. She has used many different
seating arrangements according to the class she is teaching at the time. “I chose to set up my
class where the light in the classroom is natural light and the students have flexible views in their
designated seats.” (Teacher A, personal communication, 20 April 2022) Besides the physical
layout, the technology in the classroom is frequently used. The charter school requires the
teachers to use the smart board to demonstrate material and keep the students engaged through
fun exercises. The students are also provided with iPads that they may use to complete their
practice work, they are only allowed less than thirty minutes at a time. Diverging the classroom
with technology creates more opportunity to speak about diversity. The teacher promotes
diversity in different learning opportunities provided by her which includes oral, visual, and
written instruction or help. To help create diversity and inclusivity the teacher plans on
demonstrating more of students work to help them feel at home more. They already demonstrate
comfortability and recenter when they enter the classroom. Their behavior toward the classroom
is positive which has positively impacted their learning.
Classroom Observations
The second classroom that was observed was 2B, which also contained second graders as
seen in appendix F-I. In this classroom the first thing that was noticed was the type of desks that
are for student use. The desks varied in height and the taller ones had stools for student to sit on
(figure 19). This classroom was also carpeted throughout the room which allowed students to sit
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on more comfortably. Just like the other classroom this classroom was daylit but sometimes the
teacher would turn on the overhead fluorescents. The classroom consisted of the multiple
learning spaces which included the outdoor classroom, the main carpeted area where there sit
spots are located (figure 26), the teaching table, and their tables. The outdoor classroom is
located behind their class connected with a door where there is a bench, some chairs, and a table.
The teaching table is the teacher’s desk where she keeps most of her materials, she also uses it to
help groups with practice for more one on one time. The students share tables and have their
writing utensils on their tables and all the work they do is organized in cubbies where they can
store their current and old work (figure 23). At their tables, depending on the height, they either
sit on the floor or on stools. The main carpeted area is located in the front of the classroom facing
the white bored where the students come to use the technology from the smart board as well as
the usage of the individual iPads (figure 26). This white bored contains the rules of the classroom
created and understood by the students as well as the students schedule for the day. Throughout
the room there is even more decoration many of which is academic posters created by the teacher
that is supposed to help support students learning new concepts (figure 21). The decoration
includes displays of books that the students are soon to read and many of them reflect different
cultures and concepts. The classroom is very colorful and inviting with many different learning
spaces for students to choose from (figure 17).
Student View
The survey stated in appendix B was distributed the students of 2B and they
anonymously reported what their favorite part of their classroom was. Their diversity in choice
was much greater than the students in 2A. The students listed the library, the peace corner, their
sit spots, the teacher table, and their own tables (Student Survey respondent B, personal
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communication, 20 April 2022). The students that enjoyed the library said that they enjoyed
reading the books that were provided (figure 31). The peace corner was used for students to
recenter themselves and many of them enjoyed being distracted by the toys that they could stack
and then go back to learning (figure 30). The sit spots are located in the front of the classroom
where they are primarily used for class collaboration, collective learning, and fun technology
lessons. The teacher table is where the students and the teachers would have one on one teaching
moments that benefited some children in their way of learning. The greatest vote was for their
assigned tables. Each table only had four students and the students enjoyed working together in
their groups. The diversity in their answers led to the conclusion that the students are very
comfortable in their classroom and have chosen their preferred learning space with their
preferred learning method. Through my observations these preferences change frequently with
each student, but their classroom environment allows them the student choice.
Teacher Interview
After the observations and the student survey the teacher was interviewed. The teacher of
2B was a graduate at Washington College with a degree in human development, she then later
got her credentials in Maryland with elementary education certification. Her teaching experience
includes four total years where she spent her time teaching mostly second graders and
kindergarteners. This teacher also underwent training in meditation by Breath for Change with
more training in special education. The discussion began with the teachers understanding of what
classroom environment is. The teacher started off with saying that classroom environment is
many things and, in her opinion, “the physical space, the relationships and the instruction are all
vital pieces of a classroom environment.” (Teacher B, personal communication, 20 April 2022)
She emphasized that if one part is lacking it could affect the rest of the parts. In the physical
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layouts of her classrooms, she stated that she has always used tables for a consistent space for
collaboration and social skills practice. She ensures that her desk is always out of the way of
student learning and uses large open spaces for whole class collaborations. The teacher describes
her classroom as very “non-standard” for multiple reasons. She uses different desk options and
gives students the options of sitting on the ground, stool, or bench. Her desk is shared with the
students and all the materials in the classroom are shared with the students. The most important
thing in her classroom is her social emotional stations (figures 20, 22, 30 & 31). Besides the
physical aspects of the classroom, the type of pedagogy that is used is very important. The
teacher incorporates technology into her pedagogy with the usage of her laptop and smart board
for group collaborations. The students are also allowed to use iPads during stations, and not all
students use an iPad every day. “The reasoning behind this is that students are constantly using
technology outside of school and they just came back from an entire school year online however
it is still important material in the classroom.” (Teacher B, personal communication, 20 April
2022) Another aspect of her pedagogy is involving multiple cultures in lessons. She
demonstrates diversity through books that the students read that contain a multitude of cultures
and invites her students to teach one another about their personal culture. She offers her students
to involve their culture through decoration of their artwork which is located throughout her
classroom. The students feel more at home when the decorations are created by themselves
which brings comfortability into the classroom. She states that “the pedagogy and the physical
appearance of the classroom impacts student behavior greatly.” (Teacher B, personal
communication, 20 April 2022) The students know how to use their classroom to benefit
themselves in whatever feeling they are feeling. Which is because she established a relationship
between her and the students and between the students and the classroom early on.
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The final questions were about what she would change and her advice for current or
future educators. Her flexible ideas of learning spaces have benefitted her students learning. In
her own opinion she is confident that for this class this year her positive classroom environment
has impacted her students learning greatly and she wouldn’t change a thing. For incoming or
current teachers, she gave the advice to focus on the needs before the wants in classroom
environment. Teachers must understand that there needs to be trial and error and constant change
to make the students classroom environment suit the classes needs in learning.
Discussion: The key to the perfect classroom environment, as stated in the literature
review, by the teachers interviewed, and the student’s usage of the classroom, is flexibility.
There should always be a structure provided for the students that they can refer to everyday to
have some sense of predictability which leads to comfortability. The goal of a classroom is to
make the student feel at home and safe. The climate of the classroom has a lot to do with a
student feeling safe. Students must have mutual respect with their peers and teachers which can
be established with a structure of rules provided by the students. (Robbin, 2019) Having these
expectations hung up in the classroom doubles as decoration and structure for students to revisit.
Other decorations that benefit the students are academic posters either created by the
teacher on subject matter that the students are learning or just posters that may help students
structure their work. Decoration that promotes diversity will benefit the students’ social
interactions however there must be meaning provided by the teacher beyond these decorations.
In order for students’ cultures to be active in the classroom the teachers must dive into the
cultures on a deep level. Structure is also created with flexible learning spaces. Students must
have desks or tables, somewhere they can work effectively. The students must also have access
to different learning spaces because sitting in the same spot doing work sounds like a job. As
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seen in the classrooms visited these classrooms have an outdoor learning space, table learning
space with variety of different chairs, and any space where there is carpet has been created as a
learning space. As seen through the observations the students use different spaces every day to
promote their learning. This flexibility in the physical layout allows students to find where they
learn the best giving them student choice.
Flexibility is not just the physical appearance of the classroom it also relates to the
teachers’ choices in pedagogy. The two pedagogies that have been deemed the most important in
this study is the use of multicultural pedagogy and technology-based pedagogy. In the
classrooms the teachers used technology often and use it for collective teaching moments. The
teachers use a system called freckle where students have their work recorded and they can also
be rewarded points that can earn them new characters. The teachers also use technology for
outside resources, like meditation or book reads. The use of this technology helps expose
students to resources they can explore to improve their learning as well as getting proactive in
using technology. This positive outlook on technology will positively impact student learning.
The other pedagogy that is included in the two classrooms was multicultural pedagogy. They
typically address different cultures through books that are about people from different cultures
and then have a discussion that includes students voices from that particular culture and others.
The usage of this method helps the students stay in touch with their culture but also teaches other
students about cultures they’ve never been exposed to. These pedagogies improve the classroom
environment by becoming more inclusive with multiple learning sources according to what
students need.
These classrooms showed how much students use every last bit of the physical space.
During the observations the students chose different ways of learning in different spaces. There
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was a pattern for some students, they always wanted to use the iPads for practice opposed to
writing or they preferred to write. The usage of the classroom will also show what the students
need to improve on while also allowing different resources for the students to explore and
expand their knowledge. After practice the majority of the students would play academic games
or read in the classroom library. These resources provided in the classroom allows the students to
learn and explore safely which creates a positive outlook on learning.
Problems and limitations: The problems and limitations of this project will lie within
the number of participants in this project. To determine if the classroom environment impacts
student learning we must have a wide variety of students in the same classroom as well as a
control classroom. However, observing the way students interact with the classroom can
determine the impact on the students learning. The ideal circumstances for this project would
be to have six classrooms with the same physical appearance. Each classroom would be filled
with 20-25 students of the same grade, preferably each classroom would reflect the grades
kindergarten through fifth grade. Then I would use six other classrooms to be the control
classrooms, the classrooms would have the physical appearance as figure 10. Figure 10 is
what I have deemed standard layout of an elementary classroom. This would be the ideal
research that would take the entire school year and determine if the classroom environment
impacted the students learning. I encountered other problems in my research process. I began
my research in the classroom mid-way through the second half of the school year. I was
unable to attain the student’s initial reaction to their environment and how it has changed them
as a student and their learning. In my research the limitation of time, participants, and start
time were my only problems and limitations.
Recommendations
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The primary goal of teaching is to create a love for learning. Starting at the Elementary
level, classroom environment is vital for student success. Student views on learning turn positive
with the usage of a variety of techniques that promote positive classroom environment.
Classroom environment will reflect what type of feeling students feel about learning. Classroom
environment could improve student learning if students feel safe and comfortable. Classroom
environment could be summed up with teachers providing flexibility in their classroom. This
flexibility would help the variety of students that enter the classroom. There is also not a fixed
classroom environment that is perfect for all students for the reason that the United States has the
most diverse student population. All students learn differently, and the goal of a positive
classroom environment is to change the way students view learning. When students positively
view their classroom, they view their learning positively. At the end of the study the students
were asked if they enjoyed learning and it was a unanimous yes.
Conclusion
Classroom environment is one of the most important aspects in education. Since students
spend most of their academic lives in classrooms, and people tend to reflect their environments.
If a student is taught in a jail like looking room they won’t want to be there or learn, and they
will just count down the minutes until it’s over. Creating a positive environment in the classroom
will excite the children to learn more. Students also don’t want to learn from teachers who don’t
want to learn from them. The environment of a student’s learning is what could make or break
their career in education.
Throughout this study, classroom environment has been discussed and evaluated. A
positive classroom environment is flexible in two main aspects, pedagogy, and physical
appearance. The history of classroom environment stems from the change of educational
requirements. The discussion became more relevant when schools were desegregated because
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students needed different learning strategies. Diversity in the classroom prompted the need for a
multicultural pedagogy. When different cultures exist in a classroom and are promoted by
teachers’ students feel safe and accepted. When students feel safe, they attain knowledge much
easier because their minds aren’t distracted. Just as multicultural pedagogy helps improve the
range of student learning technology provides more resource for students to explore and learn
from in a fun way. Research done by Merrill (2018) stated that classroom environment impacts
students learning whether it be from the physical layout and feel of the classroom, or the
pedagogy in which material is presented. When positive classroom environment is flexible for
students it can improve the way students view learning. Having free movement in the classroom
improves student behavior through student choice. When students are given the option to learn
more, they take the opportunity. We can see this through the study conducted as well as through
schools that practice the Montessori methods. If students are given a place to learn and have
multiple choices, they create a positive link to learning. Students that enjoy learning will go on to
create a better world and continue learning from it.
A positive classroom environment will directly affect student learning as seen throughout
this study. Classroom environment will impact students learning because they learn in their
classroom. When the classroom environment is positive and flexible students use their free
choice to use the resources they are surrounded with. Students spend their entire academic career
in a classroom. Just as people reflect their environment, classroom environment reflects student
academic achievement.
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Appendices
Appendix A
1. In your own opinion what is classroom environment?

2. What physical layouts have you tried throughout your teaching career?

3. What makes your classroom unique compared to the standard classroom? (Refer to the
image I have deemed standard classroom below)

4. What technology do you include in the classroom? Why?

5. What aspects of your classroom incorporate diversity?

6. How does your classroom environment impact your student’s behavior?

7. What would you change about your classroom environment to improve your
students learning?
8. What advice would you give future educators before they create their classroom?

Figure 10
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Appendix B

Student response:
What is your favorite part of your classroom?

In my opinion my favorite part of 2A or 2B is…

Optional:
Draw a picture of your answer
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Appendix C

1.

2.

3.
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Appendix D
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Appendix E
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Appendix F
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Appendix G
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